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COMPULSORY ALCOHOL AND DRUG TREATMENT — EXPOSURE DRAFT BILL 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Mental Health) [9.02 am]: I would like to advise the house 
about a recent decision of cabinet to continue the Liberal–National government’s efforts to reduce the negative 
impacts of methamphetamine use in Western Australia. In order to introduce compulsory alcohol and drug 
treatment in Western Australia, on Monday, 10 October, cabinet approved the drafting of an exposure draft bill 
to underpin this service. Voluntary treatment and support services remain a high priority for this government, but 
I have heard the cries of people who want more support. Compulsory alcohol and drug treatment is an option of 
last resort for a particularly vulnerable group of people in our community who have a severe drug or alcohol 
addiction and for whom the voluntary seeking of treatment is highly unlikely. 

Members present will be aware of this government’s commitment to reducing methamphetamine-related harm 
and our comprehensive $14.9 million “Western Australian Meth Strategy 2016”. We are making a statewide 
investment in prevention, treatment and support services over two years. This includes 60 new withdrawal and 
rehabilitation beds, a meth helpline, a meth clinic, expanded counselling services, frontline clinical liaison in 
hospital emergency departments, expanded community education, and education for high school students, 
teachers and parents. The introduction of compulsory alcohol and drug treatment will expand the comprehensive 
continuum of treatment service options available to those with significant drug or alcohol addictions in 
Western Australia. 

To assist the development of an appropriate model of service for Western Australia, the Mental Health 
Commission established a community advisory group and a steering committee, and last month released 
background and discussion papers for the community to have their say. There has been a positive response 
from Western Australians. The Mental Health Commission has received feedback from people who have 
experienced their own alcohol or drug problems, family members and service providers, as well as members 
of Aboriginal communities, culturally and linguistically diverse communities and the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transsexual, intersex, queer community. Members of the public can still provide feedback by visiting the 
Mental Health Commission website to make an online submission or by completing a hard copy submission. 
The exposure draft bill is expected to be released in December for public comment and will outline the 
proposed legislation for open discussion prior to its refinement, finalisation and introduction to Parliament. 
I commend this initiative to the house. 
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